
Sunday, April 19, 2009:  “Loving the Brethren”

Scripture:  1 John 3-4     
Speaker:    Dr. Michael Haykin

Sermon Notes:

1. Our love for our Christian brothers and sisters is to be 
patterned after Christ’s love for the Church. 
Ephesians 5:25.

2. Christ gave Himself for the Church, which is to be a 
place where the love of God is realized in community. 
Ephesians 5:2.

3. Theological battles had compromised the love among 
the Ephesian congregation, but John reminds them of 
the love of God in Christ.

4. Though we were wrapped up in lust, being hated and 
hating one another (Titus 3:3-8), Christ died for us.

5. When confronted with the Lord’s great love for us we 
become aware of our own sinful hatred.

6. In the sweet exchange of the gospel, Jesus takes our 
sin and punishment, giving us His righteousness and 
life.

7. The whole Old Testament is designed to drive home 
to us the absolute holiness of God, and our complete 
sinfulness.  So we must come to Him trusting Christ’s 
righteousness alone for our acceptance.

8. We are to be willing to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. 1 John 3:16.

9. Paul was thankful for the refreshing visits of 
Onesiphorus who was not ashamed to associate with 
a condemned enemy of the state.  2 Timothy 1:16.

Application Questions: 

1. What is the goal of our faith?  See 1 Timothy 1:5.

2. Am I prepared to give my life for the brethren?  Would I 
be ashamed to associate with someone imprisoned for 
preaching the gospel?

3. Am I prepared to give of my material goods to show love 
for the brethren?   See 1 John 3:17.

4. Do I belong to a body of believers where I’m able to put 
into practice real acts of self-giving (love) for the 
brethren?  Am I an integrated and vital member of the 
body of Christ?

5. Am I putting into practice “love for the brethren” on a daily 
basis, helping and praying for others?

6. By my words and actions am I seeking to promote a 
vibrant, self-sacrificing Christian community that will show 
the love of Christ to the world?


