
Sunday, November 29, 2009:  Spoiled Fruit

Scripture:  Amos 8

Speaker:  Scott Masson

Sermon Notes:

1. God brings comfort to His people even when delivering 
words of judgment;  this is because we already know and 
expect His covenant promises.

2. The basket of fruit, a symbol of blessing, actually 
emphasizes God's judgment:  though God blesses His 
people abundantly they still act miserly toward the poor.

3. When we obey God we cloth ourselves with Christ, and 
thereby we embrace Him as Saviour and Lord.

4. We'll know if we're serving God by our attitude to others who 
bring criticism to us.  If our reaction shows that it's all about 
us, it's evident that we're actually serving ourselves.

5. Matthew 18:21-35. Those who have known God's mercy but 
show no mercy will not receive God's mercy.

6. Amos 8:8-10. Because the people showed no mercy to 
others, they will receive no mercy from God.

7. Judgment begins with the household of God because we've 
known mercy, but rejected its practice in our own lives.

8. Our land has experienced God's mercy;  yet we've embraced 
apostasy as a nation.  

9. Our current prosperity is a sign of judgment.  God always 
brings judgment in response to our sins, not arbitrarily.

10. Suicides, social breakdown, rejection of ethical norms and 
absolutes are all God's signs telling us that we can't live 
without Him.

11. If we know that God is moral, then we must align ourselves 
with Him in order to be successful.

12. Amos 8:12. Once the Word of God is withdrawn, there's no 
recovery from spiritual decline.

13. To our culture, novelty of all sorts is interesting, desirable, 
and so we are drawn to the renewing power in the Word of 
God.

Application Questions:

1. How does the fact that we're not saved by simply 
understanding doctrine impact our Christian lives?

2. Have you actually experienced the work of the Saviour in 
your life?

3. In Amos 8, how is prosperity connected to God's judgment 
against sin?   

4. Explain how Canada's national prosperity might be a sign of 
judgment.

5. Do our lives show that we've received the grace of God? Do 
we treat those nearest us with the grace we have received?

6. If we show deep personal offense when others correct or 
admonish us, what does that show about who we're serving?

7. What changes can I make this week to better align my life 
with the moral absolutes that God has revealed?

8. In light of the signs of God's impending judgment upon our 
culture, how should we pray, personally and nationally?


