
Sunday, July 11, 2010:  The Good Shepherd

Scripture:  Psalm 23

Speaker:   Scott Masson

Sermon Notes: 

1. Psalm 23 is so well known that we often miss the significance of 
this passage.

2. At the crucifixion (Mark 15:33-39) God's providence was 
supremely demonstrated. He atoned for our sin, saving 
us from our helpless plight.

3. The basis of God's providence is the mysterious, secret plan of 
God for our lives.

4. Though God's plan is mysterious, the character of His plan is 
unmistakably particular.

5. Everything happens according to God's will, right down to the 
hairs of our heads.  

6. God's providence secures a proper response to God's favour. 
We come to know Him as our Father, and respond to 
Him as His children. 

7. Christ not only redeems us, but He continues to act creatively in 
His world governing all things down to the details.

8. God's direct guidance, apart from His word, is foolishly sought by 
many Canadian believers, rather than submitting to the 
certainty of the written Word as a guide for daily living. 

9. In Scripture, the Spirit of God and the Word of God always 
work together to do the Father's will. They say the same
thing. This is rooted in God's Trinitarian nature, and 
guides us in discerning true prophesy from false. 

10. There are more false prophets in Scripture than true ones.
11. We must not despise prophecies, but test every one.

12. When God speaks to anyone personally, it has application to the
whole community of faith, since He always calls us to a body 
of believers. 

13. Election is the beginning point of understanding God's 
providence.  Believers need to be assured of God's Fatherly care 
for them.

14. A covenant is a pledge toward another party in which you will be 
bound to it even if its terms are broken.

15. God makes an oath to bear the penalty for either party breaking 
the covenant in Genesis 15.

16. In Psalm 23 we're being called sheep.  This unusual image is 
taken from the natural order and shows the utter dependency of 
people upon God for their needs.

17. God's providence takes care of our every need;  its purpose is to 
show that He's our Father and that He cares for us.  

18. Psalm 23:2-4 shows the context of God's constant care through 
the circumstances of our lives.

19. God often commands us to go into difficult places, and God 
cares for us in them.  He delivers us from evil.

20. The rod comforts the sheep because it defends against evil;  the 
staff's crook is to help a fallen lamb.

Application Questions:

1. Do we understand God's provision for us in our jobs, in our 
family life, in every area of our lives?

2. How does the song, “Oh God Our Help in Ages Past” speak to 
God's activity in my life?

3. How does accepting by faith the doctrine of God's providence in 
the very details of our lives comfort us?

4. Give an example of using Scripture to test a “prophecy”, i.e., 
claimed word from God.

5. What is the purpose of God's providence caring for the tiny 
details of our lives?

6. Do we act like a child of God, or do we forget we have a Father 
who cares for us?

7. Are we taking our illnesses and our dangers to the great 
Shepherd for His protection and care?

8. What confidence do we have in God's providence when facing 
trouble and difficulty?


