
Sunday, July 18, 2010:  The Light of His Countenance

Scripture:  Psalm 4

Speaker:   Joe Boot

Sermon Notes: 

1. This Psalm speaks about the world turning justice on its head 
and the comparison between the condition of God's covenant 
people and those in rebellion against God.

2. It is particularly relevant given the moral chaos in today's society.
3. David says God is the author, the maintainer, and the judge of 

“my righteousness” (verse 1). This is a unique name for God in 
Scripture. 

4. When in distress, when hemmed in by a hostile foe, God relieves 
David.

5. This evening hymn is a prayer request for God to reveal Himself, 
even to the ungodly.

6. David prays this way because of the vanity of the world:  “loving 
worthlessness and seeking falsehood.” (verse 2)

7. David calls us to meditate on the final end of the wicked.
8. People turn the glory of God to shame by the way they live.  (Cf. 

Romans 1:23)
9. True glory, light, and wisdom is found only in Jesus Christ.
10. Verse 4 urges “stand in awe of God, and do not sin, be still, and 

meditate.  
11. When all is still, reality more readily strikes our consciousness; 

the ungodly flee quiet meditation on life because God is reality.
12. When God reveals more of Himself, we see more of our true 

condition before God.
13. When a culture exchanges godliness for shame, it's a mark of 

the judgment of God.
14. With God's judgment comes opportunity to bring the message of 

salvation.

15. In verse 8 David says, I will lie down and sleep for you keep me 
in quietness.

16. When God reveals Himself to us , we can take hands off our 
lives and rest in Him; we can approach Him boldly, 

Application Questions:

1. How has God relieved me in my distress?
2. Compare the message of Psalm 4:2 with Romans 1.
3. Do I make time for thinking and meditating on God?
4. Why do the ungodly busy their lives avoiding stillness and 

meditation?
5. How is it consistent with Darwinism to say that criminals are just 

cultural pioneers?
6. How should we respond when God reveals Himself?  See Isaiah 

6.
7. What would happen if God reveals Himself to this church and to 

this city?
8. How does God's judgment on an ungodly culture open an 

opportunity for evangelism?
9. What confidence helps David to remove anxiety and sleep in 

peace?   Do I share this confidence?


