
Sunday, December 12, 2010:  Christmas Unwrapped

Scripture: Hebrews 1:1,2

Speaker:  Joe Boot

Sermon Notes:

1. Increasingly, secularism has pushed religious beliefs to the 
periphery of culture.

2. The incarnation is about someone coming into real history;  it is 
the antithesis of myth.

3. God first revealed Himself through the prophets, and is now 
speaking by His Son, in the miracle of the incarnation.

4. Human betterment apart from God is shown to be a myth by the 
lives of people all around us.

5. For many, the significance of the season is vague and distant.
6. The Bible is a single revelation of God's activity in the world, on 

our behalf.
7. The cradle of Christ without an empty tomb is a farce.
8. We cannot have some romantic message of peace and goodwill 

by isolating the story of Christ's birth from the rest of God's 
message to us.

9. Unless Christ is exactly who He claimed to be, then Christianity is 
a farce and a bad joke on believers.

10. If Christ is a myth, the world would be without hope, final meaning, 
or ultimate purpose, in a swirl of war, conflict, and poverty.

11. The virgin birth is a central plank of the Christian faith.
12. There are 456 messianic passages in the Old Testament, and 109 

distinct prophecies that the Messiah had to fulfill; Jesus fulfilled all 
of them: Micah 5:2, Isaiah 7:14, etc..

13. The Old Testament books were written at least 250 years before 
Christ's birth, yet they speak of the virgin birth, location of birth, 
lineage, flight of Egypt, forerunner John the Baptist. If Jesus was a 
fake, He could not have orchestrated events surrounding His birth 
like this.

14. Prophecy is strongly denied by secularists because it means God 
controls history and makes claims on their lives.

15. It's absurd for people to “take out the God stuff” and say Jesus 
was, for example, just a great pacifist. No, He would be a liar and 
a fraud.

16. Jesus was subject to human frailty, yet He was fully man and fully 
God.

17. God has spoken fully and finally in Jesus Christ, 
18. Secularists want to eliminate the memory of Christmas, because it 

reminds us that Jesus is the beginning of all explanations.
19. Jesus provides the foundation to understand the world (Jn. 1:1-4).
20. We have a problem with Christ, because He makes moral 

demands on us, condemning our sin and offering a Saviour who 
becomes Lord of our lives.

21. We come to know the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of the glory of Christ.

22. The bad news is that we're fallen, alienated from God, and we're 
hopeless unless God will save us.

23. The good news is that the Saviour has come, rising from the 
grave, defeating sin and death forever.  His grave can transform 
your grave, translating death to life.

24. We love darkness rather than light because our deeds are evil 
(John 3:19).

25. Don't be a spectator, but be a participator in the truth of 
Christmas.

Application Questions:

1. What is the meaning of Christmas in your own words?  
2. List the central doctrines which explain the biblical significance of 

the incarnation of Christ?
3. What is the hope Christ brings to a world of war, disease, 

alienation?
4. Explain how Jesus is the beginning of all knowledge? John 1:1-4.
5. What is the consequence of denying the resurrection of Christ 

according to 1 Corinthians 15:1-19?
6. Explain the importance of the virgin birth to the Christian faith?
7. Identify some prophecies which speak of Christ's birth and life.
8. Why is fulfilled prophecy such a threat to the secularist?
9. How can we be sensitive to the common challenge that people we 

are witnessing to may be biblically illiterate?
10. Am I a spectator, or am I participating in the truth and meaning of 

Christmas?


