
Sunday, March 20, 2011: Giving to the Needy

Scripture: Matthew 6:1-4, Deuteronomy 10:12-22

Speaker:  Joe Boot

Sermon Notes:

1. This passage is about living the Christian life with a sense of the 
presence of God.

2. It's not simply what we do, but the motive of our heart that matters.
3. Jesus continues to contrast His teaching about how we should live 

with the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.
4. Jesus addresses various aspects of practical Christian living, 

dealing with the reality of living, not abstract ideas.
5. Righteousness is first what we are in Christ, and subsequently it's 

a lifestyle.  
6. Righteousness requires pure motives and pure action.  There's a 

unity of who we are and what we do.
7. If we seek the praise of men we may get it.  Ministers often fail 

doctrinally because they want to be popular.
8. You will receive your reward from your Father when you give a 

cup of water in the name of Christ, 
9. Those rewarded by God are almost unconscious of their good 

works (Matthew 25:31-40). Our giving and service should be so 
much a part of our lives that we do it unconsciously.

10. No attention should be given to how we are perceived by others.   
The reward is that we become like God by imitating Him.

11. God is the center, the priority, even in works of charity (Deut 
10:12-13). The fear and love of God is the starting point of charity.

12. By giving, you're not doing God any favours, since it all belongs to 
Him anyway.

13. In vv.15-16, God demands that our hearts be transformed. Purify 
your hearts.  The heart itself must be dealt with.  

14. Because of who God is, we're to be just, righteous and loving 
towards the needy (v17).

15. Our motivation to give is often guilt, i.e. the notion that we atone 
for our sin. The biblical motive for giving is love for God.

16. In Matt. 23:23-24, Jesus says the weighty matters of the law are 
justice, mercy and faithfulness.

17. People abstract "God is love" out of the Bible, and try to redefine 
God outside of the full biblical context.

18. Justice is when God deals with us exactly according to His law.  
However, in the gospel God shows mercy by not treating us as 
our sins deserve.  God has laid all my sin on Christ who acquits 
me freely.

19. In Ex 23:10-11, the laws of charity involve gleanings for the poor.
20. To be without charity is to be without genuine faith.
21. The early church took care of the health and welfare of the needy 

and orphans.
22. In Mark 12:41-44, there's a recognition that even the poor are able 

to give to God's work.
23. Charity and social justice are often defined in Marxist terms, as 

state redistribution of people's wealth and holdings. The 
elimination of poverty means state coercion and theft.

24. Charity is not a God-ordained right to my property, but it is freely 
given out of love for God. 

25. You shall not steal is part of God's law, condemning progressive 
taxation, inheritance taxes, and relativization of private property.

26. The Jubilee was primarily a picture of Christ freeing people from 
slavery to sin, but practically it meant that a man was not allowed 
to permanently disinherit his family from their source of 
production.

27. When you illegitimately seize other's property, you create envy 
and war. 

28. You shall not covet a wealthy person's property.
29. God demands charity through tithes, poor tithes, and personal 

care for our neighbour;  it's not the state's duty.
30. Righteousness will always express itself in care for the needy, as 

shown in church history.
31. Exercising justice and compassion are part of what it means to be 

a Christian.



Application Questions

1. What is the biblically correct motive for our righteous actions?
2. Is my motive pleasing God, or getting praise and recognition of 

men?
3. Why do I pray, preach, cook, clean, study?  What is my motive?
4. Am I subtly looking for praise when I give of my time or money?
5. How does this passage drive us to run to Christ for help?  
6. Does my daily attitude reflect that it is a remarkable privilege of joy 

to be part of God's family?
7. In what ways does Christian compassion and love for God move 

me to help the needy?
8. Am I guilty of class envy and covetousness? 


