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Sermon Notes

1. Love is better demonstrated than defined, better lived out than 
instructed.

2. Paul demonstrated love powerfully to his co-workers and his 
disciples.

3. Love is illustrated not in commanding others, but in appealing 
gently as Paul did for Onesimus.

4. You can't command people to trust and respect you;  you must 
rather show yourself to be trustworthy and respectable.

5. If you take yourself too seriously, your pride will prevent you from 
loving others and being sensitive to their needs.

6. Love is illustrated in encouraging others, not in depreciating others.
7. You need a penetrating eye and a compassionate heart to 

understand the needs of others.
8. We can be so busy that we're blind to the inner troubles of others. 
9. We can be so burdened with responsibility that our heart will 

become numb to the inner hurts of others.
10. Ask God to touch your heart so you can feel and see the needs of 

others.
11. Self-preoccupation, self-absorption is the characteristic of people 

with small hearts;  no one else matters, not even God Himself.
12. In salvation, Christ's righteousness is credited to me, and my 

sinfulness is credited to Christ.
13. Paul applies this principle of the gospel, offering to pay the debts of 

Onesimus, letting him go free.
14. As you touch the lives of people with grace, you are applying the 

doctrine of justification by faith.

15. If we're obsessed about who's right and who's wrong, perhaps 
we're obsessed with ourselves.

16. People with small hearts will say, “Winning isn't everything, it's the 
only thing.”

17. As the Apostle Paul urges Philemon to act toward Onesimus, we 
too must practice the spirit of generosity.

Application Questions

1. Is my life an interpretation of love, or just an instruction of love?
2. Do I try to control and command others because I'm afraid of losing 

control?
3. Do I give heart ache to others because of my unreasonable and 

irrational commands and demands?
4. What can my life emulate in the method Paul uses to seek to win 

Philemon over?
5. Where can I start in making a commitment to encourage and 

contribute to others?
6. Am I so busy that I'm blind to the needs of others?
7. How does the gospel principle instruct us in the practice of love on 

the personal level?




