
 
 
Sunday, December 11, 2011: Everlasting Joy 

 
Scripture:  Psalm 8 
 
Speaker:   Joe Boot 
 
Sermon Notes:  

 
1. In Luke 2.9 an angel of the Lord announces to shepherds: “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for 
all the people.” 

2. We need to hear this announcement of great joy today, just as 
much as those in the first century needed to hear it. 

3. This announcement of joy carries with it an invitation to rest. As 
Augustine writes in his Confessions, “You [Lord] stir man to take 
pleasure in praising you, because you have made us for yourself, 
and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” 

4. The angel announces the source of this great joy in Luke 2.10-11: 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 

5. The angels announce the birth of “a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.” The birth of Jesus is the birth of a new king. 

6. The rule of this king was prophesied in Psalm 8.  
7. The good news of Jesus’ birth – the good news of great joy – 

presupposes bad news. 
8. We need to know ourselves to appreciate the significance of this 

good news. We are miserable sinners (the bad news). We have 
fallen from the noble position described in Psalm 8.5: crowned 
with glory and honour. 

9. We were created to be kings and queens of God’s creation. 
10. Today, salvation is often defined as “knowing yourself” or “being 

true to yourself” as you are, not as you were created to be. 
11. We are kings and queens in Christ, not outside of Christ. 
12. Our joy is found in Christ, and when we look for joy outside of 

Christ, it is always beyond our grasp. 

13. A new religion in our culture is victimology. We see ourselves as 
victims and blame others. 

14. In reality, we are not victims but sinners and rebels. 
15. In Hebrews 2, we read that Jesus was made a little lower than the 

angels, in order to rescue us from our sin. But Jesus has 
ascended to the right hand of the Father and has carried many 
sons to glory (Heb 2.10). 

16. To experience the great joy of Christmas, we must first recognize 
ourselves as miserable sinners (the bad news) and look to Jesus 
in faith as the one who redeems us from our sin and then crowns 
us again with glory and honour (the good news; Ps 8.5). 

17. The angelic announcement is the announcement that the Son of 
God has visited us in our lowly estate, so that he might carry us to 
glory (Hebrews 2). 

18. The announcement of great joy is no longer made by angels. In 
the book of Acts, it is Jesus’ disciples who make this 
announcement.  

19. We are now the messengers of the good news, because in Christ 
we have been crowned with glory and honour are worthy to 
announce this good news of great joy to all people. 

 
 
 
Application Questions: 
  

 
1. How can we actually experience the joy announced by the angel 

in Luke 2.9? 
2. How can the birth of a baby boy 2000 years ago be good news of 

great joy for all people? 
3. Can you identify different examples of the religion of victimology in 

our culture? 
4. What do Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2 tell us about our identity as 

Christians?  
5. How does the recognition of our identity in Christ affect the way 

we live and bear witness to the good news of great joy? 
 
 


